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North Dakota Conference of Social Welfare 

 Hello everyone and welcome to Spring in North 

Dakota.  My name is Tim Eissinger, and it is my privi-

lege to serve this year as President of the North Dako-

ta Conference of Social Welfare.  By way of introduc-

tion, I currently serve as the Chief Operating Officer for 

the Anne Carlsen Center, and prior to that, had a long 

history working for Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch.  I 

specifically want to reference my “welcome to Spring” 

in my greeting, because as a lifelong North Dakotan, you can’t miss the spring in every-

one’s step as you finally exit the typically long Winter.  There are certainly some parallels 

to long Winters with the current situations we find ourselves experiencing in the social 

service field.  Demands for services continue to increase, and the complexity of the needs 

presented seems to climb every year.  Budgets are very tight and legislators/

administrators have the unenviable job of attempting to tighten them even further.  Al-

most reminds you of a typical January day of -15 degree temperatures, a foot of new 

snow and a 35 MPH wind.  Despite the typical conditions, and although we may not be 

excited about the weather, we know what we need to do to make it through the day.  De-

spite the continuing social and economic challenges, that upper Midwest tenacity we all 

share helps us wake up each morning with the knowledge and commitment needed to 

change people’s lives for the better.  It is that resiliency and commitment that we cele-

brate each year at our annual conference, and I know that this year’s conference in Minot 

will be no exception.  We have a very dedicated Board, a great group of Committee 

Chairs, and some very invested committee members who are focused on presenting an 

experience that celebrates the friendships we have formed with people from across the 

State, the resiliency and tenacity we bring to those we serve, and that desire to expand 

our knowledge and skills to be the best professionals possible.  Looking forward to a 

great year, and to a great conference in Minot on October 25th through the 27th  

Keep up the great work! 

Tim Eissinger, President, North Dakota Conference of Social Welfare 
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 I am a lifelong resident of Minot, ND and a married mother of two amazing 

young women.  My husband, Jeff, is a local radio broadcaster on 102.9 WGO in 

Minot and Sunny 101.9 in Bottineau.  My eldest daughter, Erin, is 21 and an English 

Education major at Minot State.  My youngest daughter, Brenna, is 16 and a 

sophomore at Minot High School.  I am a 1983 graduate of Minot State University, 

with a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work.  In December of that year, I left the world 

of food service to work for Ward County Social Services.  A majority of my 

experience has been in child welfare, the longest in Family Preservation and In-

Home Services, which led to years working as a Lead Worker and Supervisor for 

that unit.  In 2014, I gave in to the pressure from others in the agency to “fall upon 

the sword” and apply to take the reins as Agency Director.  Though it was never 

my intent to be the boss of anything, on my 31st anniversary with the agency, I 

found myself behind the big executive desk in the big Director’s office.  I have 

learned a lot in the couple of years I’ve been sitting at this desk…not only about 

this job and its duties, but also about myself.  I have come to more truly appreciate 

all of the work this agency does for our community and I am proud to be a part of 

something that makes a difference in the lives of others in big ways and small. To 

quote a line from the Jaycee Creed, “service to humanity is the best work of life.”  

Though it isn’t always easy to serve humanity, we are all lucky to have the 

opportunities we have to fulfill that calling every day and for that, I am grateful. 

I have been a member of NDCSW off and on for a number of my years in social 

services.  I have served on and chaired a couple of committees, including Education 

and Program.  I am co-chairing Local Arrangements for the 2017 Fall Conference and 

am excited to welcome members back to Minot.  I know that organizations such as 

NDCSW have experienced some hard times as of late, having to compete with the 

many demands being placed on service providers and members across the state, but 

I believe NDCSW still has much to offer and I plan to do what I can to help it thrive.   

Melissa Bliss 
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Melissa Bliss 



 The 2017 NDCSW Program Committee membership is finalized and we will begin meet-

ing regularly to plan for a fantastic conference October 25-27!  Our conference theme this year 

is “Compassion, Confidence, Commitment”.  We welcome suggestions for topics and speakers.   

 

We are planning to have CEUS available for LACS, social workers, and counselors.   So, save 

the date: October 25-27, 2017. We hope to see you all at the Grand Hotel in Minot, ND.   

 

Please visit our conference website www.ndcsw.org in the future for speaker’s bios, session in-

formation and for the conference daily event/session schedule. 

 

For more information or suggestions for topics and speakers, please contact: 

Becky Eissinger at beckye@midco.net 
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Time and Place– Pat Hinsz 

 

2017  

North Dakota Conference of   

Social Welfare 

October 25-27, 2017 

Grand Hotel 

http://www.ndcsw.org
mailto:beckye@midco.net
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 When you think of October, you may picture cool fall days and crisp autumn nights…the changing 

of leaves from green to gold and orange….and children in costume, out for a night of trick or treating.  BUT, 

did you know that  October is National Cookie and National Pizza Month…and that it’s NDCSW Fall Confer-

ence time?  I can hear what you’re thinking....”I LOVE COOKIES and isn’t the NDCSW Fall Conference in 

September?”  I love cookies too and yes, the conference is usually in September, but due to scheduling 

conflicts with the hotel, this year’s conference is scheduled for October 25-27th at the Grand  Hotel in 

beautiful Minot, ND!  We have begun making arrangements to welcome our NDCSW friends to town and 

look forward to making new friends at this year’s conference, so please SAVE THE DATE and make plans 

to attend!  We will post more specifics regarding the program and 

planned activities in the near future.  We also welcome any sugges-

tions you may have regarding session topics or activities you would 

like to see happen, so feel free to contact me via email: melis-

sa.bliss@wardnd.com and let me know as soon as possible!   

 

Let’s make this conference one to remember! 

 

Melissa Bliss & Karen Schultz, Local Arrangements Co-Chairs 

 

mailto:melissa.bliss@wardnd.com
mailto:melissa.bliss@wardnd.com
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Awards-Tonya Barron and Suzanne Kilichowski 

The Awards Committee is accepting nominations for a North Dakota Conference of Social Welfare 

Service Award.  These awards will be presented at the North Dakota Conference of Social Welfare 

scheduled for October 25 – 27, 2017 at the Grand Hotel in Minot. 

Eligibility criteria for a 10, 20, 30, 40 (or even 50) year award is based on accumulated years of ser-

vice in the field of social welfare, accumulated years of Conference membership, and a paid Con-

ference membership for the current year. 

The deadline for submitting the nominations for North Dakota Confer-

ence of Social Welfare Service Awards is August 1, 2017. 

Individuals may submit their own nomination form, or a director, super-

visor, or co-worker may submit on their behalf.  The Awards Commit-

tee relies on each potential recipient to provide a brief autobiography. 

For more information, and to download the nomination form, go to 

ndcsw.org.  

Nomination forms and questions can be sent to: 

Suzanne Kilichowski at 701-352-4223 or email at sjkilichowski@nd.gov 

Tanya Barron at 701-787-8508 or email at tanya.barron@gfcounty.org 

 

 

mailto:sjkilichowski@nd.gov
mailto:tanya.barron@gfcounty.org
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 The North Dakota Conference of Social Welfare is seeking positive, hard-working,          

committed individuals willing to become involved in the Conference and possibly run for the 

Board!!   If you enjoy a challenge, would like the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of 

North Dakotans, establish lifetime friendships and express your ideas regarding human service is-

sues, this is the chance to do so!!  Nominations Chair, Linda Jaeger, and the Nominations Commit-

tee (Nancy McKenzie, Connie Zieske and Linda Brew), are seeking individuals for two board posi-

tions and one President Elect position for the 2017 conference year. Being on the Board is an 

amazing three year experience in which to be involved with other professionals who are interested 

in Social Welfare and who continuously strive to improve the system and assist those in 

need.  NDCSW has a long standing history of advocating for, improving and enhancing social wel-

fare. Involvement in the conference is a great way to meet colleagues across the state, be a part of 

planning for the annual conference as well as impacting legislation by your efforts. If you are inter-

ested or know someone who might be interested, please contact Linda at ltjaeger@nd.gov or give 

her a call at 701-298-4411. You may also call with names of individuals you would like her to con-

tact to become involved in the Conference.  Don’t be shy, your skills and talents may be just what 

the conference is looking for!  Thanks for considering these possibilities.  

 

Linda Jaeger 
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Education– Amanda Wallace 

 

 The NDCSW Education Committee is excited to be awarding seven $500 scholarships to     

college students. Scholarships will be awarded at the 2017 conference in Minot and scholarship     

recipients are invited and encouraged to attend the conference. 

The deadline for the scholarship is May 31st, 2017. The scholar-

ship application can be found at www.NDCSW.org. Applicants are 

asked to write an essay of 1000 words or less about a social wel-

fare issue that is important to them, how they plan to address the 

issue as a student or a       professional, their professional goals, 

and what information about NDCSW interests them. Please share 

this excellent scholarship opportunity with your communities and with any students you know. Stu-

dents of any major are encouraged to apply as we     believe all professions play a role in advancing 

and improving  social welfare.  

 

Amanda Wallace 

 

http://www.NDCSW.org
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 The purpose of a resolution is to state the intent, stand and direction of the Conference, Individ-

ual or Organization on any issue pertinent to the field of social welfare. 

  Conference Board Members or Committees wishing to have a resolution(s) prepared and presented at 

the Conference are asked to submit the written resolution(s) by September 1, 2017, to Vincent Gillette, 

Chair of the Resolution Committee. This will afford time for the Resolution Committee to review and pre-

pare them prior to the annual meeting. Individuals or Organizations wishing to present Resolutions at 

the Annual Meeting of the Conference of Social Welfare are asked to prepare and present them when 

called for by the Resolution Chairperson or designee. Copies of these resolutions may either be sent to 

the Chair of the Resolution Committee to be included in the registration packets, or distributed at the 

annual meeting. At that time, the Conference membership will vote whether or not to ADOPT the resolu-

tion. If adopted, the resolution will become a Conference Resolution and any action required in the Res-

olution will be acted on by the President and/or Executive Committee. 

  When preparing and presenting a resolution, generally the format of a resolution is as follows:  

Preamble: The preamble provides clarifying information that is not readily apparent from the resolution 

itself. A preamble is not needed when the resolution is easily understood.  

Body: The body must state the “resolution cause” to be considered as a motion on the floor of the con-

ference meeting.  

Origin: The resolution must state the name of the submitting member, organization, or committee and 

their address:  

Resolutions should be submitted to: Vincent Gillette, Resolutions Chairperson, PO Box B, Fort Yates, ND 

58538 

Feel free to email any questions you might have to vgillette@nd.gov   

mailto:vgillette@nd.gov
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Past President –Dave Marion  

           Wrap-up of the 2016 NDCSW 

 

 Where do I start on the 2016 ND Conference of social wel-

fare?  The 2016 Conference was a huge success and it was hosted 

in the great city of Dickinson.  When we started in the beginning of 

my presidency, it was a matter of cultivating those people that had 

the fire and enthusiasm to work diligently to put the best confer-

ence out there.  I was very fortunate to have such a team that was 

not only fired up but could mix things up and bring to the conference registrants an educational, inspir-

ing and entertaining few days.  A huge thanks to all the committee chairs and co-chairs that work very 

hard to provide an amazing conference.  One thing that stands out about this year’s dream team was 

their ability to think outside that box and have fun doing it.  I thank everyone for the great support as 

the president and thank everyone in attendance and developing those great relationships that we 

need to have to continue the incredible work that each one of you does in your communities and for 

the people of North Dakota.  Make sure to get involved and be a part of this great organization.  

Thanks again and see you in October this year!! 

 

Dave Marion 

Past President, ND Conference of Social Welfare 
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NDCSW 2017 Directory 

Executive Committee and Chairs 

 

President: ..................................Tim Eissinger 

President Elect: .....................................Tonya Canerot 

Past President: .....................................Dave Marion 

Executive Secretary: .................................Linda Brew 

 Executive Committee Members: …  Kristen Hasbargen, Brian Osvold, Nancy McKenzie, Maurice 

Hardy, Diane Mortenson, Dennis Lindstrom, Melissa Bliss. 

Committee Chair(s): 

Awards: ..............................................Suzanne Kilichowski   

Budget & Finance: …………………………..Lois Reierson   

Education: ...................................Amanda Wallace 

Fund Raising:...................................... Nancy McKenzie 

History:    ......................................................(Vacant) 

 

Local Arrangements: .....................Melissa Bliss 

Membership: ....................................Connie Zieske 

Nominations: ....................................Linda Jaeger 

Procedures: .....................................Vacant 

Program: ...................Becky Eissinger 

Public Relations: .. ……………………...Bryce Sarkilahti  

Registration: .................................... P a t  H i n s z  

Research, Planning & Legislative: ………….Melissa Bliss, Tim Eissinger, and Dave Marion  

Resolutions: .......................................Vince Gillette 

Time and Place: ...................................Pat Hinsz 

Website Manager:…………………….Brenda Heilman 

 


